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Dear Readers,
During these difficult times, it is easy to get lost in the negative. But, if we take
the time to slow down and appreciate the beauty around us, we quickly realize
that there is so much joy to be found in nature. For example, rather than
focusing on the days getting shorter and the weather colder, take a moment to
appreciate the flood of finches visiting our region. The reports of Evening and
Pine Grosbeaks are numerous, and my social feeds have been filled with
colorful birds. These sightings, reports, and reminders lift my spirits and keep
me hopeful for the days ahead. And, while many people dread the days of
working from home, us birders are often thrilled to have the opportunity to
spend our workdays looking out at our own backyards, eagerly awaiting our
next visitor!
For me, excitement has come in the shape of a Tufted Titmouse. While this
common feeder bird is known to visit backyards across NYS, they are not a
common sight in my hometown of Saranac Lake. I have lived here for 19 years
and have never been blessed with the opportunity to see this crested beauty in
town. Now, 5 weeks later, the Titmouse is still visiting daily, and I am left with
the excitement of how long it will grace me with its presence.
Exciting opportunities are also happening for Northern NY Audubon. For the
first time, NNYA is giving our members a way to donate online. Whether you
are looking to renew your annual membership or just want to give a little extra
to help support our mission, our online portal (https://nnya.square.site) makes
it easy. And, when you visit our site, you will find our new branded hats for sale!
Embroidered locally at Stacked Graphics in Tupper Lake, each hat sale is a
direct donation that helps support our mission of protecting Northern NY birds
and the habitats they rely on.
It is easy to get lost in the negatives these days. If I could offer a word of advice:
take the time to stop focusing on the inside and look out. There is beauty and
life thriving all around us. We just need to take the time to stop and reflect on
the amazing world just outside our doorsteps.
Well wishes and happy birding,
Shelly Cihan
President, Northern New York Audubon

Northern New York Audubon is
dedicated to conserving and restoring
natural ecosystems in the
Adirondacks, focusing on habitat of
particular importance to birds, other
wildlife, humanity, and the Earth’s
biological diversity as a whole. As one
of National Audubon’s 27 local
chapters in New York, NNYA’s
mission is “to promote the protection
and proper management of birds,
wildlife, and the fragile ecosystems
throughout Northern New York.”
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News

Online Donations Now Available!

In the spirit of all-things-virtual in 2020 we’ve recently added online
membership to our site. Here, you’ll be able to become a member, make a
donation, and order a cool hat. Visit the site here: https://nnya.square.site/
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P.O. Box 1172
Saranac Lake, NY 12983
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Board members
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Calling all volunters!
Do you have experience with WordPress website development? We are looking
While we may not be gathering in
person right now, stay connected with for someone to help make technical updates on our website. If you are interested
in helping elevate the NNYA message online, please email nnya@nnya.org and
us virtually! Like us on Facebook
let us know.
(www.Facebook.com/NNYAudubon)
to keep up to date on future events,
outings, local bird news, and
information from the greater birding
community.
Thank you to the Malone Chamber of Commerce for helping promote our Snow
Goose Watch at the Rec Park and for the delicious hot chocolate and coffee!

Thank you!

Christmas Bird Count Information
Each year, NNYA participates in Christmas Bird Counts (CBC), a citizen science project organized by the National
Audubon Society. From December 14 through January 5, volunteers across the country help get a snap shot of the bird
population. The first CBC was in 1900 and was the idea of ornithologist Frank Chapman. There were 25 counts done that
first year. In recent years, the number of counts has been over 1,800. Six circles are in the Northern New York region and
we encourage members and non-members alike to participate in the Christmas Bird Counts. No experience is necessary
and it is a great way to get out and safely enjoy the outdoors during the holidays!
At the time of print, we were not able to confirm dates for all six circles. Please check our website for current info as it
becomes available.

Elizabethtown
Date: Saturday, December 19, 2020
Contact: Betsy Miner or Mar Bodine at corgiforest@gmail.com or marbo59@verizon.net
Note from coordinators: No gathering is planned this year due to COVID.
Plattsburgh
Date: Sunday, December 20, 2020
Contact: Michael Burgess at michael.b.burgess@plattsburgh.edu
Note from coordinators: The count is centered near the Plattsburgh International airport, and the circle includes a
portion of the western shoreline of Grand Isle, VT, plus numerous exceptional birding hot spots. Due to COVID-19, the
following restrictions will be instituted: no in-person compilation gathering (replaced by a virtual gathering on Zoom),
social distancing and/or mask wearing are required at all times in the field, and carpooling may only occur with spouses/
partners or other live-in relations.
Massena-Cornwall
Date: Sunday, December 27, 2020
Contact: Eileen Wheeler at eiwheeler@yahoo.com
Note from coordinator: No gathering is planned this year due to COVID.
Saranac Lake
Date: Saturday, January 2, 2021
Contact: Steven Langdon at sflangdon@gmail.com
Note from coordinator: No count dinner is planned this year due to COVID, but a Zoom gathering is likely. The Saranac
Lake CBC is centered in Ray Brook and includes the villages of Lake Placid, Saranac Lake, and Bloomingdale.
Potsdam-Canton
Date: TBD
Contact: Please check our website for more information as it becomes available.
Ferrisburg, Vermont
Date: TBD
Contact: Please check our website for more information as it becomes available.

Winter Finch Forecast
The 2020-21 Winter Finch Forecast is out! And, good news, it looks like it could be an exciting next several months in
Northern New York. For those who are new to Finch Forecasting, the Winter Finch Forecast is a prediction of what finch
(and other) species may irrupt into Northern New York, New England, and some surrounding areas. (An irruption is
when northern birds move to or through an area in unusually high numbers.)
This season’s Finch Forecast was done by Tyler Hoar. Hoar notes that the Finch Forecast is a prediction and for up-todate, real-time field information about species observations, birders should follow reports on eBird. For the full Finch
Forecast, visit https://finchnetwork.org/winter-finch-forecast-2020. Here’s how the 2020-2021 season looks:
It looks to be a flight year for several species in the East. Most cone crops average poor to fair from Lake Superior
eastward with Eastern White Pine being the exception. Spruce crops increase west from Lake Superior from fair to
excellent in Western Canada and Alaska. White-winged Crossbills and often Pine Siskins prefer to move east or west
rather than go south in search of cone crops. Many crossbills and siskins may have already relocated to Northwestern
Ontario and across the boreal forest to Alaska where spruce cone crops are abundant. White Birch crops are poor to fair
across most of the boreal forest implying a flight of redpolls south. Extensive spruce budworm outbreaks in Quebec and
scattered smaller outbreaks westward through the Great Lakes and Manitoba appear to be providing Evening
Grosbeaks and Purple Finches with an abundant
food source during breeding season. Purple Finches
and Red-breasted Nuthatches in the east are
currently moving south in numbers.
Pine Grosbeak: There should not be a flight of Pine
Grosbeak south this winter. There is a good crop of
Mountain Ash across the boreal forest. However,
the crop appears to be a mosaic of poor to bumper
crops scattered across the whole boreal forest. Small
movements of grosbeaks wandering from areas with
a poor crop in search of areas of better berry crop
may provide birders with small numbers of the
species outside the boreal forest. Individuals
wandering southward will look for European
Mountain-ash berries and small ornamental
crabapples. At feeders they prefer black oil
sunflower seeds.
(Photo right: Pine Grosbeak by Larry Master.)
White-winged Crossbill: The Crossbill
pendulum has swung west for the winter of 2020-21.
An excellent crop of White and Black Spruce from
northwestern Ontario to Alaska should contain the
majority of White-winged Crossbills this winter.
Throughout the boreal forest from Lake Superior,
eastward spruce crops are mostly poor with areas of
patchy fair crops and widespread fair Tamarack crops. Crossbills remaining in the East may move south of the boreal and
areas with cone-laden spruces (all species) should be watched.

(Winter Finch Forecast continued)
Common and Hoary Redpoll: With travel to the north highly restricted due to the pandemic, widespread information
on the extent of the Swamp Birch crop is limited. The little information that was gathered was of a heavy crop in northeastern Ontario. This birch crop could stop the redpolls’ movement south if it is extensive. The good news is the White
and Yellow Birch crop is poor to fair throughout most of the boreal and southern Canadian forests. If the redpolls move
on from the Swamp Birch crop, expect a moderate to good flight south out of the boreal forest. Watch for redpolls on
birches, in weedy fields and at bird feeders offering nyger and black oil sunflower seeds. Watch for Hoaries in flocks of
Common Redpolls.
Be sure to check out the complete forecast online to see what might be happening with Evening Grosbeaks, Pine Siskins,
Red Crossbills, and Purple Finches.

NNYA Member Profile
Our work at NNYA is not possible without the hard work and dedication of countless supporters, volunteers, and board
members. As a way to say thank you and highlight the unique individuals who make up NNYA, we are starting a Member
Profile section published in our quarterly newsletters. If you know someone who you think should be featured, please
reach out to nnya@nnya.org.
For our first installment, we sat down with NNYA board member Janelle Hoh. Janelle has lived in the Adirondacks for 6
years and can usually be found outdoors, exploring, birding, and photographing wild landscapes.
How long have you been a member of NNYA?
I first became a member in 2019 and joined the board
in summer 2020.
When did you start birding?
I started birding at a very young age! My grandparents
used to set up feeders and the three of us would watch
birds in the backyard for hours. They got me my own
bird identification book when I was just two years old.
What is your favorite bird?
What bird have you been most excited about seeing?
From my early days of birdwatching with my
grandparents, I’ve always loved Black-capped
Chickadees. A few weeks ago, I found my first Pink-footed Goose. It was so cool to find this rare bird and it was exciting
to share the find with everyone.
Where is your favorite place to go birding?
The Malone Rec Park has been my favorite place to go this fall, but Ausable Marsh is probably my favorite place overall.
What would you like to do for bird conservation in Northern New York?
I think it’s really neat that our NNY Audubon territory includes so much boreal habitat. Most of the plants and animals
here are at the southern most extent of their range, so we should be mindful of their home and do everything we can to
ensure this habitat can endure in the Adirondacks.

Atlas Corner
By: Julie Hart, NYBBAIII Project Coordinator
[This article first appeared in New York Birders, a publication of the New York State Ornithological Association]
This year was an astounding success despite novel challenges, and it’s all thanks to you and your commitment to the
Atlas! Here are just a few of the achievements from year one:
More than 1500 atlasers participated in the project. Some people were experienced atlasers from the first and second
atlases, while many more were discovering breeding behaviors for the first time.
Over 2 million breeding observations were submitted. That’s nearly four times the amount of data we collected in the
entire second atlas. Granted the data are being collected in a different manner, but this shows the scale of your efforts.
Incredible!
Of the state’s roughly 250 breeding species, 215 were confirmed breeding in 2020. This includes some rare
species like Spruce Grouse, Great Lakes Piping Plover, Short-eared Owl, Bicknell’s Thrush, Sedge Wren, and Rusty
Blackbird.
Atlasers submitted over 120,000 eBird checklists. Everyone found their own niche. Some people focused on
seeing how many species they could confirm breeding (10 people each confirmed more than 100 species!), others
focused on making good headway on a block, while yet others targeted atlasing in different counties and seeing how many
blocks they could visit.
80% of priority Atlas blocks and 74% of all blocks were visited. That doesn’t translate into many blocks meeting the
completion criteria, but it does show that people from all corners of the state are participating in the project.
The county with the most hours logged was Tompkins at 5670 hours, which comes as no surprise given the active birding
community in Ithaca. The county with the least effort was Schoharie with 93 hours, which is somewhat surprising given
its proximity to Albany.
Essex County had the most confirmed breeding species with 134 species. The least number of confirmations were in
rarely visited Fulton county with only 35 species.
At least seven species show a range expansion: Bald Eagle, Monk Parakeet, Forster’s Tern, Sandhill Crane, Trumpeter
Swan, Caspian Tern, and Ring-billed Gull. These species have proportionally more breeding records in the first year of
the Atlas than in either of the prior Atlases, whether you look at confirmations or total coded observations.
Over the winter months, the Regional Coordinators, Outreach subcommittee, and I will be working to incorporate atlaser
feedback into our outreach plans. You’ve asked for more opportunities to network with other atlasers and more
materials on breeding behaviors, juvenile bird identification, and how to find cryptic species. We are taking that to heart.
Next year we’ll be focusing on filling spatial gaps, providing tips on nocturnal atlasing, and holding more events. We
are also focused on reviewing the data from the first year for data entry mistakes and outliers. We’ll be filtering the data
in several different ways and reviewing anything that looks exceptional. You can find more information about the data
review process on the Atlas news page.
(Continued on next page)

In the meantime, it’s time to start listening for courting Great Horned Owls. Other birds, like ravens and eagles are also
going to start nest building in just a few short months. Barn Owls can nest year-round, and both crossbills are still
hanging around and are likely to nest again this winter. There’s never a dull moment! Thank you for your dedication to
the Atlas. We can’t do it without you! Your efforts truly are appreciated and go along way to helping conserve NY’s birds.

Species Photo Highlights
Photos provided by Larry Master.
Upper left: Evening Grosbeak. Lower left: Tufted Titmouse.
Right: Northern Saw-whet Owl
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