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Audubon’s 116th Christmas
Bird Count
How Christmas Bird Counts Help
Protect Species and Their Habitat

The data collected by observers over the past 115 years allow researchers, conservation biologists, and other interested individuals to
study the long term health and status of bird populations across North
America. When combined with other surveys, such as the Breeding
Bird Survey, it provides a picture of how the continent’s bird populations have changed in time and space over the past 115 years.
The long term perspective made possible by the Christmas
Bird Count is vital for conservationists. It informs strategies to protect birds and their habitat and helps identify environmental issues
with implications for people as well. For example, local trends in
bird populations can indicate habitat fragmentation or signal an immediate environmental threat, such as groundwater contamination or
poisoning from improper use of pesticides.
In the 1980s CBC data documented the decline of wintering
populations of the American black duck, after which conservation
measures were put into effect to reduce hunting pressure on this species. More recently, in 2009, the data were instrumental in Audubon’s Birds & Climate Change analysis, which documented range
shifts of bird species over time. Also in 2009, CBC data were instrumental in the collaborative report by the North American Bird Conservation Initiative, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
State of the Birds 2009. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
has included Audubon’s climate change work from CBC data as one
of the twenty-six indicators of climate change in their 2012 report.
In 2007, CBC data were instrumental in the development of
two Audubon State of the Birds Reports: Common Birds in Decline,
which revealed that some of America’s most beloved and familiar
birds have taken a nosedive over the past forty years, and WatchList
2007, which identified 178 rarer species in the continental U.S. and
39 in Hawaii that are imperiled.
These three reports helped scientists and policy makers to
identify threats to birds and habitat, and to promote broad awareness
of the need to address them.
Last year’s 115th CBC broke the 114th CBCs record total by
just under 1000 observers—this season’s total was 72,653 all told,
with 62,211 in the field and 10,442 watching feeders.
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Audubon’s 19th Annual Great
Backyard Bird Count
Friday, February 12th, 2016—
Monday, February 15th 2016
The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is an annual four-day
event that engages bird watchers of all ages in counting birds to create a real-time snapshot of bird populations. Participants are asked
to count birds for as little as 15 minutes (or as long as they wish) on
one or more days of the event and report their sightings online at
www.birdcount.org. Anyone can take part in the Great Backyard
Bird Count, from beginning bird watchers to experts, and you can
now participate from anywhere in the world!
It’s free, fun and easy. Each checklist submitted during the
GBBC helps researchers at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the
National Audubon Society learn more about how birds are doing,
and how to protect them and the environment we share. Last year,
participants turned in more than 147,265 online checklists, creating
the world’s largest instantaneous snapshot of bird populations ever
recorded.
Please visit the official website at www.birdcount.org for
more information and be sure to check out the educational and promotional resources.
This count is so fun because anyone can take part—we all
learn and watch birds together—whether you are an expert, novice
or feeder watcher. I like to invite new birders to join me and share
the experience. Get involved, invite your friends, and see how your
favorite spot stacks up, says Gary Langham, Chief Scientist, National Audubon Society.
Bird populations are always shifting and changing. For example, 2015 GBBC data highlighted a large irruption of Pine Siskins, expecially across the northeastern, mid-Atlantic and Great
Lakes areas of the United States. The data also showed the effects
that the polar vortex had on bird movement around the country. For
more on the results of the 2015 GBBC, take a look at the Halftime
Report and be sure to check out some of the images in the 2015
GBBC Photo Contest Gallery.
On the www.birdcount.org website, participants can explore
real-time maps and charts that show what others are reporting during and after the count. All participants are entered in a drawing for
prizes that include bird feeders, binoculars, books, CDs and many
other great products.
By looking at the real-time picture of which birds are being
reported where, participants can get an extremely vivid and accurate
idea of bird populations all across the continent and the world.
Those interested can find more information by visiting
www.birdcount.org. For questions and comments, please contact
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology or the National Audubon Society at:
(800) 843-2473
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Audubon’s 116th Annual
Christmas Bird Count
Dates
Ferrisburgh (VT/NY) CBC

Saturday, February 6th
10:00 a.m.
Arbutus Lake Snowshoe
Newcomb, NY

Sunday, December 19th. The count circle is centered on
Route 9 just south of the entrance to the former Plattsburgh
Air Base. As the participants in this count do not meet before
dispersing to their territories, to arrange for a territory contact
Michael B. Burgess @ (518) 564-5277
mburg005@plattsburgh.edu.

Plattsburgh (NY) CBC

After enjoying a cup of coffee and checking out the birds at
the Adirondack Interpretive Center feeders, participants will
snowshoe a 2 mile loop around the shore of Arbutus Lake in
the Huntington Wildlife Forest. This flat trail goes through
mostly softwood and mixed wood forest. There is the possibility that Red and White-winged Crossbills will be in the
softwoods along the trail. Plan on three hours of snowshoeing
depending on conditions. Snowshoes will be available.
Time: 10:00 am
Location: Meet at the Adirondack Interpr etive Center,
5922 State Route 28N Newcomb, NY
Leader: Char lotte Demer s
Registration: Email to aic@esf.edu

Elizabethtown (NY) CBC

President’s Message

Saturday, December 19th. The F errisburgh count circle
includes a swath of Lake Champlain shoreline as far west as
Route 22. For information contact John & Pat Thaxton:
JPThax5317@aol.com or 518.576.4232.

Sunday, December 27th. If you are interested in participating in this year's count, please contact Pat & John Thaxton at:
jpthax5317@aol.com or (518) 576-4232. There will be a
festive count dinner at a location to be announced

Potsdam—Canton (NY) CBC

TBA. This will be the 7th consecutive, and the third registered and official, Potsdam—Canton CBC. Call Jeff Bolsinger: (315) 854-0852;
or email: jsbolsinger@yahoo.com.

Massena, N.Y.-Cornwall, ON CBC

Sunday, December 27th. Join us for the 44th annual Massena portion of the Massena-Cornwall CBC on December 27th.
A little more than half of the circle is on the US side of the
border. We look forward to a festive count dinner in Massena
afterwards. Call Eileen Wheeler at 315-386-2482 or email:
eiwheeler@yahoo.com.

Saranac Lake (NY) CBC

Sunday, January 3rd. Interested potential participants should
email or call Larry Master, lawrencemaster@gmail.com (518)
645-1545 to indicate their availability to participate in this
year’s count. Meeting time for those who want to meet early
on count day is 7 am sharp at Simply Gourmet (next to Dack
Shack on Saranac Avenue) in Lake Placid on Sunday, January
3, 2016. Past participants should indicate your willingness to
cover the same territory they have covered in the past. Shortly before count day, Larry will email a list of territories and
maps based on responses to this email and telephone conversations. This year the count compilation dinner and festivities
will again be at 8 Intervale Lane, in Lake Placid, 4-7 p.m. on
count day. (www.intervalelowlands.org). Directions are online at http://intervalelowlands.org/30-2/directions-visitation/

Seasons’ Greetings!
I always appreciate the extension of birding season
into fall. The ending of summer can be hard; most songbirds
have migrated south, the woods are quiet, the air gets crisper.
It can feel like the beginning of a looooooong stretch before
spring. But then come the huge flocks of geese! For the past
few weeks, people have been seeing thousands of Snow
Geese on Lake Champlain. This amazing spectacle occurs
annually, with recent reports of over 25,000 in the region, and
a few uncommon species mixed in. If you’re looking for some
good fall birding in the North Country, head over to the lake!
For some of us, scanning 1,000s of Snow Geese for a
Ross’ Goose just might not be your favorite activity. But
that’s one of the strengths of the Northern New York Audubon community. NNYA is composed of members that truly
care about conservation of habitat and wildlife, and there are
so many ways to demonstrate your passion. NNYA members
do this through volunteering, advocacy, financial contributions, participation in Christmas Bird Counts, and so much
more. Thank you!

—Kendra Ormerod

Photo by Larry Master (masterimages.org)
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The Joseph and Joan Cullman
Conservation Foundation
2015 Grant

The Joseph and Joan Cullman Conservation Foundation/Northern New York Audubon Boreal Studies Award ($1,916) under wr ote a study of the effects of r ecr eation on the distr ibution and pr evalence
of the amphibian chytid fungus (Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis) in the Adirondack Park. The Bd fungus
causes chytridiomycosis, a disease largely responsible for the extinction of more than 200 species of amphibians worldwide. Humans and their pets introduce Bd into the environment and this study sought to
identify the current distribution of the fungus in the Adirondacks and to determine the relationship of recreation to dispersion of the pathogen across the landscape, the assumption being that Bd prevalence will be
positively correlated to a given area’s level of recreational pressure and elevation. Charles W. Robinson,
Jr. gathered data for his Master’s Thesis by surveying amphibians at 45 sites with streams, ponds and lakes
adjacent to trailheads, swabbing for Bd zoospores along their vents, flanks and toe webbings and then using
real-time polymerase chain reaction testing to amplify the DNA samples and determine the Bd load based
on the number of fungal zoospores. Bd load at recreational sites were analyzed using regression analysis,
and spatial modelling was employed to create preliminary maps of Bd prevalence by site and species and
visitor origin by site.
The Joseph and Joan Cullman Conservation Foundation/Northern New York Audubon Avian Outreach Award ($1,977) suppor ted The Wild Center ’s Take Flight festival, a day-long event focused on
education and experiences related to bird life in the Adirondacks, with demonstrations by both Wild Center
staff and partnering organizations, such as Adirondack Raptors and the Adirondack Wildlife Rehabilitation
and Refuge Center. The presenters gave talks about birds and their habitats and gave participants the opportunity to handle many of the birds themselves, from eight-inch saw whet owls to eighteen-inch ravens.
The day’s activities included a demonstration of falconry, an increasingly popular sport, and a demonstration, in the Wild Center Theater, featuring owls. The Festival included a half dozen nature films in the auditorium, bungee jumping, bird-flight simulations, more than a dozen presentations about birds and flight and,
well, all manner of activities. More than two thousands visitors attended the Take Flight festival, which by
the end of the day had all the earmarks of an annual event.
The Joseph and Joan Cullman Conservation Foundation/Northern New York Audubon Boreal and
Montane Studies Award ($2,250) under wr ote a significant por tion of M ountain Birdwatch 2.0, an
ambitious effort to monitor bird species in mountain forests of the northeastern U.S., including Bicknell’s
thrush, the Northeast’s only endemic songbird, as well, arguably, as its most endangered species. A central
goal of Mountain Birdwatch is to produce critical tools that support science-based conservation decisionmaking. Mountain Birdwatch data have influenced land acquisitions by The Nature Conservancy and the
Trust for Public Land and have provided the scientific foundation for establishing protective management
zones in the Green Mountain and White Mountain National Forests. This grant supported training workshops to teach New York volunteers the skills needed to asses population dynamics in the High Peaks region of the Adirondacks, where sensitive boreal species breed, such as Bicknell’s thrush, boreal chickadee,
blackpoll warbler and yellow-bellied flycatcher—in 2010 the program expanded its target species from five
to eleven, an extraordinary increase of study species, and this grant will enable the research group in the
Adirondacks to hone their censusing skills for a number of previously uncensused species.
The Joseph and Joan Cullman Conservation Foundation/Northern New York Audubon Endangered
Species Award ($2,000) subsidized a r esur vey of 16 point count locations in the Moose River Plains
region, which represents the extreme southern range of several species of boreal forest birds and have not
been surveyed since 2011. Since 2003 the Wildlife Conservation Society has conducted avian point count
surveys in over 60 locations and assembled a database of boreal bird species’ population trends, correlating
them with climactic trends and other environmental dynamics. A 50,000 acres tract designated by the
NYSDEC as W ild Forest, Moose River Plains embraces a wide variety of habitats, from peatlands to moun-
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tains, rivers and lakes, and the WCS retained former NYSDEC ranger Gary Lee to conduct the point surveys. Mr. Lee spent his ranger career patrolling Moose River Plains, and during the 1980-85 and 20002005 first and second Atlas of Breeding Birds in Y ork State (Cornell University Press) he all but singlehandedly atlased some of the remotest wilderness in New York. The results of Mr. Lee’s survey will significantly enhance WCS’s more than 22,000 record set of occurrences of birds in peatlands in the Adirondacks.

The Joseph and Joan Cullman Conservation Foundation/Northern New York Audubon Great Adirondack Birding Celebration Annual Lecture/Workshop ($2,000) under wr ote tr avel expense and the
honorarium for this year’s guest lecturer and workshop leader, Chris Rimmer, the Executive Director of the
Vermont Center for Ecostudies. In addition to delivering his lecture, “Bicknell’s Thrush: Conserving a
Bird of Two Worlds,” a presentation of the dynamics of monitoring Bicknell’s thrush in both its boreal habitats in New York, Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire and Quebec and on its wintering grounds in, largely,
the Dominican Republic (98% of the population), Mr. Rimmer co-led trips up Whiteface Mountain and to
Intervale Lowlands Preserve. During his lecture Mr. Rimmer noted that in 25 years of studying Bicknell’s
thrush he had never had better looks at the bird in the wild than he had on Whiteface. Both the Whiteface
and Intervale Lowlands field trips were filled to capacity and the Paul Smiths VIC’s auditorium filled nearly
to capacity for Mr. Rimmer’s lecture.
Joseph and Joan Cullman Conservation Foundation/Northern New York Audubon Hamilton County
Boreal Birding Festival Annual Lecture ($1,000)
underwrote the Keynote Speaker fee for Wendy Hall of the Adirondack Wildlife Rehabilitation and Refuge
Center. Ms. Hall and her son, Alex, showed up at the auditorium of the Adirondack Museum in Blue
Mountain Lake with a generous selection of birds of prey, from a diminutive, eight-inch saw whet owl to an
enormous bald eagle, and proceeded to entertain both young and old attendees with fascinating facts about
the birds as well as hilarious anecdotes about their behavior and habits. The birds used in the demonstration
cannot be returned to the wild because of injuries that would prevent them from hunting and surviving—the
saw whet owl, for example, is missing an eye and couldn’t possibly capture the prey it needs to survive; the
bald eagle has an irreparably broken wing and can’t fly. These birds serve as educational tools in schools
and at the refuge, and their impact on children was overwhelmingly obvious at Ms. Hall's presentation.
Killdeer Nest with Eggs Photo by John Thaxton
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Winter Bird Visitors of
Northern New York
Adirondack Interpretive Center
(AIC) Newcomb, NY
Saturday, January 30, 2016
3 p.m.
Joan Collins will present “Winter Bird Visitors of Northern
New York” at the AIC in Newcomb on Saturday, January 30,
2016. This free, public presentation is sponsored by the New
York State Ornithological Association. Each year, avian visitors from the far north move south to spend the winter in the
northern New York region. Some of the species, like Bohemian Waxwing and Snow Bunting, can be found every winter. Other species, such as Pine Grosbeak, irregularly “irrupt”
into our area only in certain winters, while some species irrupt
on a fairly regular schedule, such as the Common Redpoll,
which tends to visit every other winter. Why the birds move
to our region, and where you can find them, will be discussed.
The presentation will feature photographs and vocalizations
of nineteen species that visit northern New York in winter.
Several videos will also be shown including the mysterious
snow burrowing behavior by Common Redpolls.
Field trips will be offered Saturday morning before
the presentation and on Sunday, January 31 st. There is a maximum of 20 participants. The field trips are open to NYS
Ornithological Association (NYSOA) members. If the trips
do not fill with NYSOA members, then non-members may
also register. Registration begins on January 1, 2016 by contacting Mary Beth Warburton at 315-268-0150 or email at
msmarybeth.warburton@gmail.com . Lodging options will
be available in Long Lake and a group dinner will be held at
the Adirondack Hotel Saturday night. For more information
about the New York State Ornithological Association, visit
http://www.nybirds.org/
Joan Collins is President of Adirondack Avian Expeditions & Workshops, LLC. She is President of the New
York State Ornithological Association and Editor of New
York Birders. J oan is Vice-President of Northern New York
Audubon, past President of High Peaks Audubon Society, and
past member of the Board of Directors for the Audubon
Council of New York State. Joan leads birding field trips
year-round, is a New York State licensed guide, an Adirondack 46er, and has climbed all the Adirondack fire tower
peaks. She is a frequent guest speaker and teaches classes on
ornithology topics. Joan has published several journal, magazine, and newspaper articles on wildlife and conservation
topics in various publications including New Y ork Birders,
Conservationist, and The Kingbird. She authored several
warbler species accounts, in addition to serving as a peer reviewer for The Second Atlas of Breeding Birds in New Y ork
State. Mountain Lake PBS, Adirondack Explorer, and Adirondack Life magazine have featured pieces on Joan, and
her regular birding segments with Todd Moe can be heard on
North Country Public Radio. Follow Joan on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/AdirondackAvian . Her website
can be found at: http://www.adirondackavianexpeditions.com

Photo by Joan Collins

Book Sale
The Ornithological Library of
Joan Clark
Moose Maple Books & More
Mon-Fri: 10:30-5:30
Sat: 10:30-3:30
Nov 30th-Dec 31st
169 Olive Street
Saranac Lake, NY
Reception
Saturday, December 12, 2015
4:00 p.m—7:00 p.m.
Liz and Russ DeFonce have graciously offered the sun room in their
bookstore to display the late Joan Clark’s extensive collection of
books about birds, from A Guide to the Birds of the Philippines to
Attu: Birding on the Edge to The Adirondack High Peaks and the
Forty-Sixers by Grace Hudowalski, the entire collection will be
offered for sale, at significant discounts, and the proceedings donated
to Northern New York Audubon. Make sure to stop by and take a
look.
Russ and Liz will host a casual reception with coffee, tea
and cookies available. Their store is the ideal place to sip some tea,
chew on a cookie and peruse a collection of books about everything
from birding in the Philippines to finding your way around the Adirondack Mountains.
Joan loved the Adirondacks, and she loved to bird. Perusing her collection of books is like taking an armchair trip on a magical birding tour.
Low’s Ridge
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Protect the Rusty
Although most people have never heard or seen one, the rusty
blackbird (Euphagus carolinus) is a sentinel, or bellwether,
species of North America’s boreal ecosystems, and it is in
trouble in New York State.
Rusty blackbirds summer in forested wetlands
across Alaska, Canada, northern New England, and the Adirondacks. Yet this bird of peatlands and wooded river corridors is experiencing serious threats to its existence in the
southeastern portion of its range. The state Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC) should consider adding
the rusty to the state list of species that are endangered,
threatened, or of special concern.
The rusty blackbird has experienced a population
reduction of over 90 percent throughout its range since 1960,
one of the continent’s most significant declines in bird populations. The reason is unclear, but habitat fragmentation (both
on breeding grounds in the northeastern United States and on
wintering grounds in the Southeast), climate change, and
mercury all may play a role.
The bird is considered rare or endangered throughout the East. Vermont recently listed it as endangered, and in
New Hampshire and Maine, it has been designated a specialconcern species. In New York, though it is not listed, DEC
recognizes the rusty as a high-priority species that needs conservation action within the next ten years.
Researchers in the Adirondacks have spent over a
decade documenting the bird’s breeding, and the picture is
not rosy. In a study by Dr. Michale Glennon of the Wildlife
Conservation Society, the rusty blackbird was estimated to
occupy only 23 percent of the dozens of suitable Adirondack
wetlands surveyed. When the most recent years were included, site occupancy further declined to 16 percent. Substantial
on-the-ground efforts to document the bird in the past few
years have resulted in just a handful of breeding-season sightings. Indeed, there has been a near-total failure to find nests
or young birds in “classically rusty” wetland complexes in
New York State.
Placing the rusty blackbird on the state list of endangered, threatened, and special-concern species would have
several benefits. State agencies and non-governmental organizations would be able to develop land agreements to protect
important habitat. It could lead to creation of a state recovery
plan and funds for management and conservation. Listing
also would enhance public awareness of the rusty’s precarious status, fostering citizen support of conservation efforts.
Rusty blackbirds have large home ranges and particular habitat requirements. They nest as early as April in short,
dense spruce-fir stands adjacent to wetlands. They are
adapted to natural disturbances that create patchy, coniferous
regeneration. Their population dynamics depend on the
amount of wetland habitat and connectivity between wetlands.
The rusty blackbird can serve as an indicator of the
ecological health of Adirondack wetlands. The Adirondacks
are known as a mercury-pollution hotspot, and because of
their diet of aquatic insects, rusties may be particularly sensitive to methylmercury (which causes neural and immune
problems) in the environment. Unfortunately, the transformation of inorganic mercury into methylmercury—the type
that enters the food chain—is abetted in wetlands by changes
in water levels caused beaver activity.
Rusties can still be seen in a few of the largest wetland complexes in the Adirondacks, and these are already

protected from further development. However, the majority of
wetlands in the Adirondack Park are smaller, and some sites
are vulnerable to encroaching development or disturbance
from recreation, roads, and other human influences. Wetlands
also are at risk from pollution and invasive species. The existence of all of these threats means that current land protections
are insufficient.
Adirondack wetlands are also important as migratory
stops for rusty blackbirds and other northern animals. As species adapt to changing environmental conditions, maintenance
of connected landscapes is key. Whether rusty blackbirds are
listed or not, boreal wetland complexes will remain important
to a variety of species. A good goal is to conserve the ecological integrity of these places rather than maintaining a specific
set of species.
What else can be done? Monitoring is critical to understanding the status of rusty blackbirds and associated species in the
Adirondacks. Field data collection for the next Atlas of
Breeding Birds in New York State begins in 2020, and dedicated volunteers will be needed to survey the region. Reducing pollution is important, as is controlling invasive species
that threaten the diversity and structure of boreal ecosystems.
Protecting forested wetlands from fragmentation and pollution will help ensure that forested wetlands maintain their
vital role in the network of sites important to the rusty blackbird.
DEC has a directive “to perpetuate and restore native
animal life within New York State for the use and benefit of
current and future generations, based upon sound scientific
practices and in consideration of social values, so as not to
foreclose these opportunities to future generations.” The common loon is listed as a species of special concern, yet its Adirondack population is increasing. Listing the rusty blackbird
would not solve this species’ problems, but doing so could
improve the likelihood that this rare songbird might thrill wetland-goers with a ker-glee call as winter snows are still melting away.

—Stacy McNulty
This article originally appeared in
Adirondack Explorer
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Editor’s Note

Sometime between Halloween and Thanksgiving strong south winds start blasting up through the cut between Baxter and
Roundtop mountains, bending the softwoods like giant, prehistoric seaweeds and filling my bedroom window with seemingly
myriad light and medium and dark brown oak and maple leaves racing perfectly horizontally through my view, like frenetic
schools of parchment colored fish racing north. After a few days of this the tessellated field of leaves dissolves into a wild skein
of bare branches silhouetted against the sky, which forms a huge “V” between the shoulder of Roundtop Mountain to the right
and the shoulder of Hurricane Mountain to the left, with the Green Mountains of Vermont stretching across the mid-horizon
twenty-five miles away and melting into the distance in a series of overlapping shades of lighter and lighter blues and grays.
I kinda like having two completely different views from my bedroom window, from nothing but leaves and needles and
tree trunks and branches to primarily mountains and sky shot through with the wild outlines of where the leaves had photosynthesized. Right now it doesn’t seem even remotely possible that deciduous leaves had taken up all that empty space, obliterated just
about every vestige of open sky and actually made it seem darker outside in late-July than it seems now, in late-November, except, of course, at those moments when a sudden blast of low, early summer morning sunlight penetrated a slight break in the
foliage and blasted me directly in the eyes.
I conducted an extremely casual survey of people’s reaction to the Adirondack weather this late summer/autumn season,
querying everyone and anyone about how they felt about the weather of late, with the result that my preliminary findings suggest
that everyone has loved these uncharacteristically warm and dry conditions except the hardcore skiers and the hardcore birders,
both of which groups can scarcely conceal an existential dread of global warming. By way of escaping a new roof going up on
our house Pat and I travelled for a week or so to New Jersey, where we visited family and friends and watched the winds hoping
to catch a few good hawk migration days at Cape May. Sure enough, we went down for two days of strong northwest winds and
watched as record numbers of red-tailed and red-shouldered hawks and black vultures passed over the hawk watch platform, only
to pass by in record numbers the following day.
Every fifteen minutes a bald eagle appeared, one day we saw eleven ”gray ghosts,” aka, mature male northern harriers,
and while spirits ran high the professional hawk watchers manning the station grumbled about how low the numbers stood for the
year. Last year they counted forty-something thousand hawks passing over the platform; on Halloween, with thirty days left to
go in the counting season the count hovered in the low twenty-thousands, making it seem apparent that the year would come in at
way below normal raptor migration levels. When we got back to the Adirondacks we felt amazed that the workmen actually finished the roof and even more amazed as we checked on the Cape May hawk migration and saw these incredibly low numbers—
two raptors one day, twelve another, none on one.
Every year at this time I stress the importance of getting out there and participating in an Adirondack Christmas Count,
even if you simply tally the species at your feeder. These data, especially in the face of a warming climate, could prove vital.
And don’t forget: have some fun while you do something important.
—John Thaxton
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