Northern New York Audubon
Serving the Adirondack, Champlain, St.Lawrence Region of New York State
Mission: To conserve and restore natural ecosystems in the Adirondacks, focusing on
birds, other wildlife, and their habitats for the benefit of humanity and the Earth's
biological diversity.
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Saturday October 6, 2012
Santanoni Farm
Newcomb
A short walk of just over a mile will bring us to the farm complex on the Santanoni
Preserve. The 12,500 acre preserve is home to the Santanoni Lodge, built from
1892-93. While we won't be hiking the 4 miles into the Lodge, there are some old
buildings at the farm including a beautiful creamery and some great old fields and
orchards that we can explore. After the hike, participants can visit the Gatehouse
building that houses a small museum with photos and information about the history
and renovation efforts at the Lodge.
Time: 9 a.m.
Meet: At the Adirondack Interpretive Center, 5922 St Rte 28N Newcomb, NY
Leader: Charlotte Demers
Registration: Email to cdemers@frontiernet.net or call the AIC at (518) 582-2000

Saturday, November 3, 2012
Arbutus Lake
Newcomb
Participants will hike a 2 mile loop around the shore of Arbutus Lake in the Huntington Wildlife Forest. This flat trail goes through mostly softwood and mixed
wood forest. There is the possibility that Red and White-winged Crossbills
will be in the softwoods along the trail.
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Location: Meet at the Adirondack Interpretive Center, 5922 St Rte 28N Newcomb
Leader: Charlotte Demers
Registration: Email to cdemers@frontiernet.net or call the AIC at (518) 582-2000
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Saturday, October 13, 2012
Westport Boat Launch/Noblewood/Coon Mountain
Westport (Essex Co.)
The trip will begin with a visit to the Westport Boat Launch (as well, perhaps, as
the Yacht Club and Water Treatment Plant) to look for migrant waterfowl and, if it
looks like a good day for a hawk flight, then proceed to Coon Mountain, a fairly
short, easy climb to a nice summit with a commanding view of the Adirondacks, the
Greens and Lake Champlain. If the wind blows out of the north we could see very
good numbers of migrating raptors. If winds aren’t favorable or if the weather
threatens, we will bird the Westport and Essex farm fields and then head north to
Noblewood, where we might catch some late migrating shorebirds or some early
wintering arrivals, as well as lingering warblers..
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Location: Westport Boat Launch
Leaders: Pat & John Thaxton
Register by calling Pat & John at (518) 576-4232 or email jpthax5317@gmail.com

Sunday, October 28th
Azure Mountain
Santa Clara
Join Mary Beth Warburton for a hike to the summit of beautiful Azure Mountain,
which looks out at the High Peaks to the southwest and the St. Lawrence Lowlands
and Canada to the northwest. The peak features sheer rock cliffs and an excellent
vantage point for migrating fall raptors, which tend to head straight for it when a
front ushers in strong northwest winds. The hike starts out in boreal habitat surrounding the parking lot and quickly encounters mixed deciduous/hardwood forest
to the summit, a 2,518 foot peak with a beautifully restored fire tower.
Leader: Mary Beth Warburton
Meet: Azure Mt. Trailhead on Blue Mountain Road (off 458 between Santa Clara
and St. Regis Falls).
When: Sunday, October 28th, 9:00 a.m.
Contact: Mary Beth Warburton at (315) 268-0150 or mbwarburton@verizon.net
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Northern New York Audubon Newsletter is
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Audubon, Inc.
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Great Spangled Fritillary Lew Rosenberg

NABA’s Lake Placid 2012 Butterfly
Count
This year’s count, which was held on July 5th, tallied 26 species. Although we moved the count to an early date because
of the extremely hot weather, which caused nectar sources to
be weeks ahead of schedule, we still observed butterflies,
especially many skipper species, which were quite worn. We
also noted that some species, which are usually more abundant later in the season, were present in greater numbers than
we’ve observed on past counts. As an example, we counted
10 Northern Pearly Eyes, which is more than we had ever
seen. Because of the changing climate pattern, we will likely
continue to conduct this count in early July.
Final Counts:
Canadian Tiger Swallowtail-7, Mustard White-4. Cabbage
White-18, Orange Sulphur-9,Clouded Sulphur-15, Pink-edged
Sulphur- 4, Coral Hairstreak-3, Striped Hairsteak-4, Bog Copper-5, Great Spangled Fritillary-3, Aphrodite Fritillary-1,
Atlantis Fritillary-14, Meadow Fritillary-4, Question Mark-3,
Mourning Cloak- 2, Red Admiral-8, American Lady-3, White
Admiral-7, Northern Pearly Eye-10, Eyed Brown-10, Monarch-20, Least Skipper-6, European Skipper- 22, Peck’s Skipper-3, Long Dash-7, Dun Skipper-8.
Participants: John Brown, Sally Conyne, Frank Gill, Ted
Mack, Larry Master, Lewis Rosenberg, Sheila Rosenberg
(compiler), Pat Thaxton, John Thaxton —Sheila Rosenberg

President’s Message
Congratulations to all of us - the recipients of a land deal between the State of New York and The Nature Conservancy
that will ultimately result in our having access to 69,000 acres
being added to the Adirondack Forest Preserve over the next
5 years. More importantly, this acreage, along with the 180
miles of rivers and streams and 175 water bodies, will be protected from large scale development and fragmentation. This
purchase compliments the protection of working forests via
the 94,000 acres of conservation easements on former Finch
Pruyn lands. The designation of these future state lands into
Wild Forest or Wilderness will be the next debate and there
are pros and cons to both designations. I am hopeful that the
Adirondacks can be an example of how to provide economic
opportunities for individuals and communities while protecting wildlife and wildlife habitat.
I hope all our members have a chance to get out and
enjoy our most beautiful time of year - Autumn. At least it is
my favorite; the bugs are largely gone, the color is spectacular, the waterfowl are migrating and x-country skiing (and the
Christmas Bird Counts) are just around the corner. Take a
look at our fall field trips and plan on attending one. They are
a great opportunity to get outside, make new friends and learn
something..
—Charlotte Demers
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Acquisition of Former
Finch Pruyn Lands
Largest Addition to the State
Forest
Preserve in 117 Years

sue a balanced approach to managing these lands.”
This acquisition complements the 2010 acquisition of 89,000
acres of conservation easements on former Finch Pruyn lands
that protect working forests in communities across the North
Country. Together, these lands will also allow for the completion of critical links between local communities in the Adirondack snowmobile trail system, providing four seasons of tourism opportunities, which will benefit local Businesses

This August, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced the
State’s acquisition of 69,000 acres of the former Finch Pruyn
and other Nature Conservancy lands throughout the Adirondacks. This acquisition is the largest single addition to the
Adirondack State Forest Preserve in more than a century.
“Adding these properties to the Forest Preserve protects the incomparable and breathtaking natural resources of
this region and preserves a significant portion of the Upper
Hudson River watershed,” Governor Cuomo said. “Today’s
agreement will make the Adirondack Park one of the most
sought after destinations for paddlers, hikers, hunters, sportspeople and snowmobilers. Opening these lands to public use
and enjoyment for the first time in 150 years will provide
extraordinary new outdoor recreational opportunities, increase
the number of visitors to the North Country and generate additional tourism revenue.”
“The future of the Adirondack Park depends upon
clean water and air, abundant forests, rivers, streams, wetlands, wildlife and spectacular scenery,” DEC Commissioner
Joe Martens said. “Its future is also intertwined with the ability of communities and residents to thrive, and today’s agreement provides for the continued vitality of the Park, its communities and residents. DEC will work with North Country
communities, sportspeople and environmental groups to pur-

The former Finch lands contain some of the most important
recreational and environmental assets in the Adirondack Park
which will be opened to public use for the first time in more
than 150 years. The lands contain an astounding variety of
mountains, cliffs, wilderness lakes, ponds, bogs, fens,
swamps, alluvial forests, and flat and white-water rivers. The
parcels contain extensive habitat for mammals, such as
moose, bobcat and black bear, and aquatic habitat for brook
trout, landlocked salmon, and small and largemouth bass.
The 69,000-acre property includes 180 miles of rivers and streams, 175 lakes and ponds, 465 miles of undeveloped shoreline along rivers, streams, lakes and ponds, six
mountains taller than 2,000 feet and countless smaller hills. It
also includes 5 percent of the Upper Hudson River watershed.
In total, the 161,000-acre former Finch property constitutes
12 percent of the Upper Hudson watershed.
The majority of these lands are concentrated within
the central lake and tourist region of the Adirondack Park in
the towns of Newcomb, Indian Lake, North Hudson and Minerva. Key parcels slated for acquisition include the Essex
Chain of Lakes, which includes a section of the Hudson
River, and Boreas Ponds, the Macintyre Tract, OK Slip Falls,
including part of the Hudson Gorge, and several smaller
pieces throughout the southeast portion of the Park.

Features of the Land

Atlantis Fritillary Lew Rosenberg
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These unique assets include:
The Essex Chain of Lakes and The Hudson
With 11 lakes and ponds interconnected or within portaging
distance of each other, the Essex Chain will provide a sevenmile canoe route, and a much anticipated paddling experience
within easy reach of the traveling public. A long history of
fish stocking that includes brook trout and landlocked salmon
will provide outstanding fishing. A 5-mile stretch of the Hudson River runs along the east side of the Essex Chain Parcel,
completing an uninterrupted, “forever wild” stretch of river
over 20 miles in length. The river provides a premier opportunity for day rafting, canoeing, kayaking, fishing and overnight river trips. Along with the area including the Cedar
River, which runs through the southern portion of the Essex
Chain Tract, and a portion of the popular Indian River, a new
Wild Rivers Area encompassing the wildest and among the
most scenic stretches of the Hudson River will be created.
The area continues for nearly 15 miles down the Hudson
Gorge, past the OK Slip Falls, one of the most spectacular
waterfalls in the Adirondack Park, and part of a 2,800-acre
property that will be made available to the public for hiking
and other outdoor activities. This magnificent stretch of the
Hudson River will become an incredible destination for visitors seeking this unique and limited wild rivers experience,
bringing people to the communities of Indian Lake, Blue
Mountain Lake, Long Lake, Newcomb and Minerva to seek
accommodations and supplies.

The Boreas ponds
Located in the Town of North Hudson and bordering the High
Peaks and Dix Mountain Wilderness Areas along the northern
boundary and accessible to other public recreation areas to
the south, this spectacular 22,000-acre property includes as its
centerpiece the beautiful Boreas Ponds and provides abundant
opportunities for hiking, paddling, hunting, trapping, camping, fishing, cross-country skiing and snowshoeing.

The McIntyre Tract
This strategically situated property borders the Southern High
Peaks area. Acquiring these lands restores historic access to
many popular destinations in the High Peaks, including
Santanoni and Panther Mountains, hiking access from Newcomb Lake to Lake Andrew, and access to Mount Allen in the
High Peaks Wilderness Area from a parking area and trailhead leading from the neighboring Conservation Easement
Lands. It also includes a large portion of the beautiful Opalescent River.

Southern Tracts
These four tracts in Northern Saratoga and Fulton counties
have been identified by local municipalities as having high
recreational value for their communities. The Thousand Acre
Swamp Tract in Edinburgh provides habitat for moose and a
host of other wildlife, and will provide an important snowmobile connector trail linking the area to the popular Mulleyville
snowmobile trail system. Proposed multiple-use trails on the
Pennyork Lumber Tract and Daniels Road Tract, both in
Greenfield, will help Saratoga County complete the proposed

Palmertown Range Trail and connect Moreau Lake State Park
with Saratoga State Park. The 3,800-acre Benson Road Tract
in Mayfield will provide opportunities for two snowmobile
connector trails, fishing access to Stony Creek and a network
of non-motorized multiple-use trails.

Completes Acquisition of Former Finch
Properties
This agreement, reached by Governor Cuomo, is the signature
phase of a two-phase project with the State on 161,000 acres
of the former Finch lands, which was approved by the 27 Adirondack host communities.
In the first phase, DEC completed an 89,000-acre
working forest conservation easement on another portion of
the former Finch Pruyn lands, which guaranteed a long-term
supply of wood fiber to the Finch paper mill at Glens Falls
and kept the majority of the productive timberlands on the
property in active forest management, employing local contractors and on local tax rolls. The mill at Glens Falls employs
more than 700 people.
The State’s investment in the future of the Adirondacks includes the creation of the Adirondack Forest Preserve
and Park in the 19th century, the promotion of outdoor recreation and the Olympics, and the creation of the Olympic Regional Development Authority in the 20th century to capitalize on the region’s Olympic venues and tremendous outdoor
recreational assets framed by world renowned scenery. Today’s agreement adds another chapter in the outdoor legacy of
the Adirondacks, and promises to make the communities of
this central part of the Adirondacks a draw for outdoor enthusiasts, including hikers, hunters, snowmobilers and nature
lovers.
Bill Ulfelder, Executive Director of The Nature Conservancy in New York, said, “The Nature Conservancy is
proud to work with New York State under the leadership of
Governor Andrew Cuomo and Commissioner Joe Martens
and to celebrate such a historic conservation project. Conserving these spectacular lands and waters as part of the publicly
owned Forest Preserve will make some of the most beautiful
places in the Adirondacks open to the public for the first time
in 150 years. New York is doing more than conserving lands
and waters, it is investing in the recreation and tourism economy that is so vital to the North Country and its future.
“Today's announcement helps to preserve some of
the most spectacular natural resources and scenery in the Adirondacks while also promising the people of the Adirondacks
that they are going to be able to use these lands and help derive economic benefits from their increased public use,” Adirondack Park Agency Chairwoman Leilani Ulrich said.
“The APA is working closely with DEC to ensure
access and classifications suggested by Commissioner Martens and his team are ratified by the APA and approved by
Governor Cuomo. We recognize that as actions are taken to
protect the environment of the Park, efforts also need to focus
on improving the communities of the Park. The classifications
will reflect opportunities to boost the regional economy.”
(from Governor Cuomo’s Press Release, 8/5/12)
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Poetry Corner
To Autumn
Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness!
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eaves run;
To bend with apples the mossed cottage-trees,
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;
To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells
With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,
And still more, later flowers for the bees,
Until they think warm days will never cease,
For Summer has o'erbrimmed their clammy cells.
Who hath not seen thee oft amid thy store?
Sometimes whoever seeks abroad may find
Thee sitting careless on a granary floor,
Thy hair soft-lifted by the winnowing wind;
Or on a half-reaped furrow sound asleep,
Drowsed with the fume of poppies, while thy hook
Spares the next swath and all its twined flowers;
And sometimes like a gleaner thou dost keep
Steady thy laden head across a brook;
Or by a cider-press, with patient look,
Thou watchest the last oozings, hours by hours.
Where are the songs of Spring? Ay, where are they?
Think not of them, thou hast thy music too, While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day
And touch the stubble-plains with rosy hue;
Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn
Among the river sallows, borne aloft
Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies;
And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn;
Hedge-crickets sing, and now with treble soft
The redbreast whistles from a garden-croft;
And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.

—John Keats
Silvery Blue Sheila Rosenberg

Mourning Cloak Sheila Rosenberg

Crown Point Banding Station Results
In the species list below, the number banded in 2012 is presented followed by the number of that species banded in 2011
in brackets [ ]. After that, where appropriate, is a number
proceeded by a “+” which indicates the number recaptured
this year from previous years. For example, American Goldfinch-12 [56] +1=12 in 2012, 56 in 2011 and 1 recaptured
from a pervious year.
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 5 [ ], Red-bellied
Woodpecker 1 [ ], Downy Woodpecker 1 [2], Northern
Flicker 1 [2] +1, Northern Flicker Intergrade 1 [1], Eastern
Wood-Pewee 1[1], Traill’s Flycatcher 3 [1], Least Flycatcher
20 [6], Great-crested Flycatcher 1 [1], Eastern Kingbird 3 [2]
+1, Northern Rough-winged Swallow 1 [1], Barn Swallow 5
[ ] +1, Blue Jay 3 [84] +2, Black-capped Chickadee 10 [106]
+1, Eastern Tufted Titmouse 2 [2], House Wren 8 [2], Rubycrowned Kinglet 8 [1], Eastern Bluebird 9 [1], Veery 3 [2],
Swainson’s Thrush 2 [ ], Hermit Thrush 2 [1], Wood Thrush 3
[1], American Robin 6 [10] +1, Gray Catbird 41 [37], Brown
Thrasher 2 [2], European Starling 1 [1], Warbling Vireo 7 [3],
Orange-crowned Warbler 1 [ ], Nashville Warbler 6 [9], Yellow Warbler 7 [18], Magnolia Warbler 9 [10], Cape May
Warbler 1 [ ], Yellow-rumped Warbler 227 [10], Blackthroated Green Warbler 1 [1], Cerulean Warbler 1 [ ], Palm
Warbler—Western 5 [ ], Palm Warbler—Yellow 1 [ ], Black
and White Warbler 1 [ ], American Redstart 4 [3], Northern
Waterthrush 9 [8], Common Yellowthroat 25 [25], Wilson’s
Warbler 3 [ ], Northern Cardinal 1 [1] +1, Indigo Bunting 1
[1], Eastern Towhee 1 [1], Clay-colored Sparrow 1 [ ], Chipping Sparrow 4 [1], Field Sparrow 2 [2], Savannah Sparrow 3
[ ], Song Sparrow 9 [7], Lincoln’s Sparrow 7 [4], Swamp
Sparrow 2 [3], White-throated Sparrow 8 [12], Whitecrowned Sparrow 6 [11], Red-winged Blackbird 6 [4], Common Grackle 2 [6], Brown-headed Cowbird 6 [4] +1, Orchard
Oriole 4 [2], Baltimore Oriole 18 [24] +7, Pine Siskin 1 [ ],
American Goldfinch 17 [56] +2
Statistics: Individuals banded—552 in 2012, 518 in 2011;
Species—62 in 2012, 58 in 2011, Recaptured birds—18 in
2012, 16 in 2011; Certificates—54 in 2012, 59 in 2011; 19952012—1203 Certificates; 17,042 Individuals of 105 species .
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Annual Meeting/Outing
Well, the annual meeting/outing only attracted three board
members and two members at large, with the result that we
didn’t have a quorum to vote definitively on policy issues
crucial to the organization but had, nevertheless, a sufficient
group to deliberate, post haste, whether to accompany our
cheese and crackers with a Pinot Noir or a Malbec, a decision,
it seemed, that required almost embarrassingly little deliberation, what with something of a collective desire to inject a
certain noir feeling into the afternoon, given our getting away
with zero rain beneath a threateningly nacreous sky as we
paddled up and down Fishing Brook, wondering at its lush
border of marsh grasses and downright embarrassing profusion of cardinal flowers, each of which, it seemed, attracted
multiple hummingbirds, the vast majority of them immature.
If we hadn’t seen them hovering at the cardinal flowers we
would surely have mistook the dizzying traffic of hummers
for a hyper phalanx of dragonflies.
We went with the Pinot, universally agreeing that
our meteorological good fortune obviously suggested the
efficacy of perhaps suffusing the day with the lighter, fruitier
blend, albeit as we snacked and talked about all manner of
corporate contingencies, and as the slightest of drizzles
anointed us as we sat on President Charlotte Demers’ back
porch, we figured we might as well sample the Malbec as
well as the Pinot, what with the latter having evaporated into
the profoundest miasma of learned envirobabble.
At the end of the day, we wondered at the jawdropping beauty of Fishing Brook and the otherworldly feeling of paddling in a private forest, complete with a benumbing profusion of intense scarlet cardinal flowers, a manic,
buzzing blur of hummingbirds, a vocal broad-winged hawk
we harassed into screeching on the paddle in and out and a
few Alder flycatchers, either objecting to or oblivious to our
presence.
Pat reported that our annual appeal had already taken
in more than sixty-five hundred dollars and that the number of
members opting for the electronic newsletter had risen to fifteen percent, including several households requesting the
enewsletter sent to two different email addresses. —JT
Common Ringlet

Lew Rosenberg

Milbert’s Tortoiseshell Lew Rosenberg

Crown Point Banding Station (cont.)
This year marked the 37th consecutive year the Crown Point
Banding Station has operated, one of the longest continuously
operating stations in the country—only five other stations east
of the Mississippi have functioned longer.
John M.C. Peterson (aka “Mike”) should be proud of
himself for starting the station and presiding over what has
obviously become the most significant data base of avian passerine migratory movement through the Champlain Valley.
Mike has had a lot of help over the years, and this
year was no exception, what with Gary Lee and Tom Barber
essentially living at the station full-time and master-bander
Gordon Howard showing up every day to supervise the collection and recording of data.
Many others helped as well, including Annette Yardan, Bob Wei, Vince Walsh, Erica Walsh, Nina Schoch,
Keith Murphy, JoAnne McKenzie, Melanie McCormack,
Elizabeth Lee, Dorothy Kelliher, Judith Heintz, Ted Hicks,
Ellie George, Karin Emmons, Mary Curtis, Brenna Corey,
Melinda Chapman, Wendy Burkowski, Eberhardt Burkowski,
Sophie Brandt, Mary Brandt and Ramona Bearor.
A total of 188 visitors signed the guest book this
year, coming from as far afield as Juneau, Alaska and Lubbock, Texas, and 24 of the 87 non-group visitors were from
out-of-state.
—Gordon Howard

NNYA maintains an active Facebook page with up-to-date
information about everything from upcoming field trips and
events to instructions on how to become a member.
Find us there and help keep our active chapter active.
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Editor’s Note
Although I never imagined myself struggling to maintain balance as I stood precariously on the edge of a deep ditch full of
jagged boulders in order to determine the color of a butterfly’s eyes, I found myself at this year’s Lake Placid Butterfly Count
doing exactly that, specifically, trying to tell if the fritillary nectaring on milkweed eight or so feet to my right, at knee level, had
the blue eyes of an Atlantis or the brown of an Aphrodite. Needless to say, I never did get a good look at the bug’s eyes but
someone else did and called it an Atlantis Fritillary, one of fourteen we saw this year. We saw sixty-four last year, a variation in
a natural cycle perhaps, but one that makes one wonder. We saw far fewer butterflies this year than last, and one family, the
skippers, looked worn and beat up when they should have looked pristine. They obviously showed up way earlier than usual.
Because the milkweed blossomed earlier this year than most we held the Butterfly Count earlier, and noticed, among
other things, a serious decline in the number of individuals, a result, arguably, of the scorchingly hot and dry spring. This year
proved the hottest on record, with thirty-two thousand high temperature records broken in the United States alone, which might
help explain the devastating wildfires in the west and southwest and the debilitating drought in the Midwest, and maybe even aid
in understanding the stunning paralysis in Congress, which took the summer off to campaign for the November elections (the
better to triumph in the fall—no pun intended) rather than stick around and pass, say, a comprehensive Farm Bill.
Who, after all, wants to hang around in the sweltering D.C. summer heat and humidity and argue about soy beans and
pork bellies, or warming-induced second hatchings of spruce bud worms in the Rocky Mountains and the resulting hundreds of
thousands of acres of dead spruce trees? Surely these developments represent natural cycles, even if they seem unprecedented in
our own lifetimes, so who could blame our lawmakers for believing above all in that most vital of natural cycles, the November
elections?
I devoted a good deal of space to New York’s acquisition of sixty-nine thousand acres in the Adirondacks, the largest
single addition to the Adirondack State Forest Preserve in over a century. It completes the acquisition of the former Finch Pruyn
lands and contains some nifty tracts of real estate indeed, such as the Essex Chain of Lakes and the upper Hudson River
(including a gorgeous section of the Opalescent River), and Boreas Ponds.
I also included summaries of this year’s work on the NABA Lake Placid Butterfly Count and at the Crown Point Banding Station, two long-running initiatives that have evolved into valuable avian and lepidopteral data bases, and detailed the four
upcoming field trips.
I illustrated this issue with the photographs of Lew and Sheila Rosenberg, good friends from Manhattan and Spitfire
Lake who actually managed to get me intensely interested in the color of a fritillary’s eyes, a detail I had completely ignored for
the better part of my life...
—John Thaxton
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