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Saturday, September 25, 2010
Moose River Plains
Inlet (Hamilton Co.)
Participants will look for boreal birds at several roadside stops and short hikes on
foot trails. Moose River Plains has twenty-eight miles of dirt roads that make it’s
diverse array of habitats (bogs, boreal forests, upland hardwoods, ponds, streams
and rivers) easily accessible. In case of rain, the field trip will be held on Sunday,
September 26th.
Time: 8 a.m.
Leader: Joan Collins
Meet: At the entrance to Limekiln Lake campground along Limekiln Lake Rd.
(about 1.75 miles in from Route 28).
Register: by calling Joan at (518) 624-5528 or email Joan.Collins@Frontier.com

Saturday, October 2, 2010
Massawepie Mire
Colton (St. Lawrence Co.)

1 Moose River Plains
1 Massawepie Mire
2 Westport Boat Launch
Coon Mountain

2 Wilson Hill to Robert Moses State
Park—Louisville & Massena
(St. Lawrence County)

Participants will hike two miles round trip on the Mountaineer Trail around Massawepie Lake to observe boreal birds and later migrants. An optional hike on the
old railroad bed (now a dirt road) through Massawepie Mire (the largest bog—
actually a fen—in New York State) will follow. In case of rain, the field trip will be
held on Sunday, October 3rd.

2 Ausable Marsh

Time: 8:00 a.m.
Leader: Joan Collins
Meet: At the Massawepie Boy Scout sign on Route 3.
Register: by calling Joan at (518) 624-5528 or email
Joan.Collins@Frontier.com
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Saturday, October 23, 2010
Westport Boat Launch/Coon Mountain
Westport (Essex Co.)
The trip will begin with a visit to the Westport Boat Launch (as well, perhaps, as
the Yacht Club and Water Treatment Plant) to look for migrant waterfowl, and then
proceed to Coon Mountain, a fairly short, easy climb to a nice summit with a commanding view of the Adirondacks, Greens and Lake Champlain. If the wind blows
out of the north we could see good numbers of migrating raptors.
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Location: Westport Boat Launch
Leaders: Pat & John Thaxton
Register by calling Pat & John at (518) 576-4232 or email jpthax5317@aol.com

Saturday, October 30, 2010
Wilson Hill to Robert Moses State Park
Louisville & Massena (St. Lawrence Co.)
Participants will stop at several locations along the St. Lawrence River to watch for
migrating waterfowl travelling along the river and its valley. We might also see
some later migrants such as rough-legged hawks and eagles.
Time: 9 a.m.
Location: Call the leader for meeting location
Leader: Eileen Wheeler
Register by calling Eileen at (315) 386-2482 or email eiwheeler@yahoo.com

Saturday, November 6, 2010
Ausable Marsh
Peru (Clinton Co.)
This area, where the Ausable River empties into Lake Champlain, is a great location
to observe migrant shorebirds and waterfowl. The past few field trips at Ausable
have been good for spotting rarities, such as White-eyed Vireo and Tundra Swan, so
you never know what might show up! In November, there should be waterfowl and
lingering songbird migrants. In case of rain, the field trip will be held on Sunday,
November 7th.
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Location: Meet at the parking area just before the campground entrance.
Leader: Melanie McCormack
Register by calling Melanie at (518) 312-6123 or email mruddyduck@aol.com

President’s Message
I am overwhelmed with the response to our fund raising raffle this year and send
out a heartfelt "Thank you, thank you, thank you". We raised just over $2,600 dol-

lars and had 15% response rate. Your generosity towards this organization is
wonderful and much appreciated. You will see in this newsletter the fabulous field trips, events, and the education, conservation and research opportunities your monies provide. My sincere apology to those of you who received your mailing with postage due. I did bring a sample of the mailing to
the post office and was assured that it was within the one stamp limit. I'll
blame it on the humidity we had in July causing the paper to weigh just a
tad bit more...well that's my story and I'm sticking to it. I would also like to
express gratitude to Rishe's Auto Sales & Service in Ogdensburg and AAA
of Western and Central New York. There donation of $1,250 to our organization will go a long way in helping us continue to be an active and worthwhile organization.
—Charlotte Demers
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Thank you Rishe’s Auto Service
For a $1250.00 Donation

Crown Point Banding Association 2010
Banding Report

Rishe’s Auto Service, a repair and body shop as well as an
AAA road service and towing contractor, made a $1250.00
donation to NNYA this March. Rishe’s raised the money
during last year’s battery roundup, an environmentally
friendly event initiated by Rishe’s and AAA of Western and
Central New York.
Rishe’s collected hundreds of batteries, from individuals and businesses, and returned them to the battery
manufacturers for a core credit, which resembles a bottle deposit. Most car batteries get a credit of about $5.00, and
some truck batteries earn as much as $30.00 when returned.
The battery manufacturers then recycle the lead and other
materials and responsibly dispose of the non-reusable parts.
This win-win event helps the environment directly
by removing lead and other heavy metals from the environment and indirectly by helping NNYA fund conservation and
education initiatives.
President Charlotte Demers will propose at the September board meeting that NNYA roll this year’s grant from
Rishe’s into the Rutkowski Fund, an endowment dedicated to
sending a child to one of the DEC’s summer camps. The endowment, interest rates being what they are, has been struggling to earn the $500.00 cost of sending a kid to camp, but
the addition of the Rishe’s grant to the endowment should
ensure that we continue to offer this fabulous opportunity to a
budding environmentalist.

The Crown Point Banding station opened on May 7th for its
35th consecutive year of operation and closed on May 23rd,
having only netted 22 individuals in the previous 24 hours.
The station operated 18 mist nets for 15 hours a day for 15
days: 4050 net hours. The “century species,” as it came to be
called, was a male American kestrel which was caught May
10th in the northernmost net, where it had killed a yellowrumped warbler. This was the 100th species of bird banded at
the station, and a very pleasant bird to handle, as it turned out.
Since 1976, when John M.C. “Mike” Peterson established the banding station, a total of 15, 972 birds of 100 species (plus 5 subspecies or other forms) have been banded on
the grounds of the Crown Point State Historic Site.
Among some notable recaptured birds were a 6 year,
11 month old eastern kingbird banded in 2004, a 5 year, 11
month old American goldfinch banded in 2005, a 5 year, 11
month old black-capped chickadee banded in 2005, 2 4 year,
11 month old black-capped chickadees banded in 2006 and a
2 year, 11 month old hairy woodpecker (a very rare Crown
Point bandee) banded in 2009.
A total of 121 visitors signed the visitor log, with
some folks having come from as far afield as Lubbock,
Texas, Lebanon, Tennessee and Del Ray Beach and Boca
Raton, Florida. There were 23 station personnel.
The following groups also visited the station: Bolton
Central High School, Moriah Central High School, North
Country Community College, Ticonderoga Senior High
School and Whitehall Central School.

—John Thaxton

National Audubon Society Email
Newsletter Drive
The National Audubon Society asked local chapter leaders to
try to shift away from paper newsletters to electronic newsletters in order to save money and protect the environment.
NNYA sends out approximately 4,000 newsletters a
year on 32,000 sheets of paper at a cost of approximately
$5,760.00, far an away the largest expense our organization
incurs. If more members opted for the electronic edition of
the newsletters we could save some trees and some dollars.
In addition to receiving the electronic edition of
NNYA newsletter five days sooner than the paper edition,
enewsletter subscribers also enjoy the benefit of a full-color
newsletter that they can forward or print or share like any
email. The NNYA enewsletter arrives in an email as a pdf
(photo document file) that requires Adobe Acrobat 9 (a free,
thirty second download) to open.
Although I completely understand that some people
simply prefer to read things like newsletters and newspapers
other than on a computer screen, I think everyone should at
least try the enewsletter out.
***NNYA HAS NEVER SHARED ITS MAILING LIST***
How’s this for a deal: Send me your email and I’ll
send you the enewsletter in addition to the paper copy—if
you’d like to eliminate the paper copy let me know, otherwise
you’ll get both. Email me at: JPthax5317@aol.com.

NABA’S 2010 LAKE PLACID
BUTTERFLY COUNT
This year’s count was held on July 4th, a week earlier than
usual. We believed that because of the very hot spring, which
had encouraged many butterflies to emerge early throughout
most parts of the northeast, an early count would offer us a
better opportunity to assess the area’s population. Yet the
number of species observed was extremely low, which may
have been due to the frost and snow which occurred after the
spring heat, impacting caterpillars, chrysalises and butterflies.
On a positive note, the number of Monarchs was substantially
higher than last year’s poor showing, a trend that seemed to
continue throughout the summer.
Canadian Tiger Swallowtail 3, Cabbage White 12, Orange
Sulphur 1, Clouded Sulphur 3, Pink-edged Sulphur 2, Bog
Copper 7, Great Spangled Fritillary 2, Atlantis Fritillary 21,
Harris’s Checkerspot 1, Red Admiral 6, American Lady 4,
White Admiral 7, Eyed-Brown 2, Little Wood Satyr 1, Common Ringlet 6, 6, Monarch 24, European Skipper 25,Peck’s
Skipper 9, Tawny Skipper 8, Long Dash 11, Northern Broken Dash 1, Hobomok Skipper 2, Dun Skipper 2.
Participants: Leslie Gershon, Larry Master, Ted Mack, Janet
Mihuc, Lewis Rosenberg, Sheila Rosenberg (compiler), John
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Projected Effects of Climate
Change On High Elevation Forests
There are already many observable changes rapidly occurring
in the North Country of New York as a result of climate
change: ice cover occurs much later in the fall, and melts earlier in the spring; average winter temperatures are increasing
(The Adirondack Atlas, by Jerry Jenkins, documents a 3.5
degree Fahrenheit winter warm-up in the Adirondacks between 1895 and 1999); there is less snow and more rain;
spring temperatures are warming (black fly populations appear to be declining as a result); several bird species’ breeding
ranges have expanded north; and with more open running
water in the winter, species such as Bald Eagles and Belted
Kingfishers are now often observed.
In the early part of the past decade, biologists at the Vermont Institute of Natural Science (now the spun-off Vermont
Center for Ecostudies) wondered what would happen to the
high elevation spruce-fir forests of the Northeastern United
States as the climate continues to warm. In their Mountain
Birdwatch 2003: Final Report to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, J. Daniel Lambert and Kent P. McFarland included
an alarming addendum titled, Projecting Effects of Climate
Change on Bicknell’s Thrush Habitat in the Northeastern
United States. Their findings will be published this spring in
the journal Mitigation and Adaptation Strategies for Global
Change, in an article titled, The Potential Effects of Climate
Change on Birds of the Northeast. The journal article is the
result of collaboration among many scientists to assess the
potential effects of climate change on as many as 150 bird
species.
The high elevation “islands” of spruce-fir habitat in the
northeastern U.S. exist only at certain latitudes, elevations,
and temperatures. Since mountains do not move or change
their height, temperature is the critical variable and factor in
determining the montane spruce-fir zone. These habitat islands provide breeding areas for the range-restricted Bicknell’s Thrush and other high elevation bird species.
Using the lowest elevation detections of Bicknell’s Thrush,
Lambert and McFarland came up with a GIS model for the
species habitat in the northeastern U.S. after finding that the
threshold of suitable habitat drops 83 meters for every degree
increase in latitude. For instance, to find potential Bicknell’s
Thrush habitat, you would need to be at a higher elevation in
the lower-latitude Catskill Mountains than in the higherlatitude areas of Maine.
To project what might happen to Bicknell’s Thrush habitat
with warming temperatures, Lambert and McFarland used
two GIS modeling approaches that are both built on known
relationships between temperature, elevation, and forest type.
Using the “Temperature Lapse Rate” (TLR) we know that the
temperature changes 1 degree Celsius for every 154 meter
change in elevation. The “Mean July Temperature” model
shows that boundaries between Alpine, spruce-fir, mixed
woods, and hardwoods correspond well with mean July isotherms. Lambert and McFarland hypothesized that every 1
degree Celsius increase in mean July temperature will elevate
the lower distributional limit of Bicknell’s Thrush by 154

meters (or about 500 feet). They projected climate change
effects on Bicknell’s Thrush habitat in 1 degree increments.
Warming of only 1 degree Celsius will result in a loss of
over half the potential habitat for Bicknell’s Thrush. A 2 degree warm up will be enough to eliminate the breeding habitat
in the Catskills and most of Vermont. With a 3 degree increase, almost all of the breeding habitat for Bicknell’s
Thrush will be gone from the northeast. Only remnant
patches will exist in the Presidential Range of New Hampshire and on Mount Katahdin in Maine with a warm up of 5
degrees. Predicted temperature increases by the end of this
century range from 2.8 to 5.9 degrees Celsius. Although the
first 1 degree Celsius increase eliminates more than half the
Bicknell’s Thrush habitat, the effect on population will be
muted since these most vulnerable areas are also the most
sparsely inhabited by the species. Below is a disturbing graph
showing habitat loss by state as the temperature warms up by
4 degrees Celsius.
Has warming already had an effect? Extirpations of Bicknell’s Thrush at lower elevations and along the southern edge
of the breeding range have already been documented. Bicknell’s Thrush is also extirpated from Mount Greylock - the
only peak in Massachusetts where the species was known to
historically breed.
Additional climate related factors will impact Bicknell’s
Thrush and other high elevation species. The frequency and
severity of natural disturbances could increase; availability of
invertebrate prey may play a role; breeding and migration
phenology may be influenced; competition from species like
Swainson’s Thrush (which may be physiologically restricted
from cool summits) may have an impact; and possible infestation of northern balsam fir from the balsam woolly adelgid,
which has devastated high-elevation stands in the southern
Appalachians, could play a role. There may also be climate
change “wild cards”, currently unknown, that may have an
effect on high elevation spruce-fir habitat.
While the montane spruce-fir zone in the northeastern U.S.
appears destined to disappear by the end of this century, there
are still many unknowns. It is unclear how the forest communities will respond, and how long it will take for the spruce-fir
zone to retreat up the mountains from the encroaching zone of
mixed woods and hardwoods. There is a also a question of
what will happen to the Bicknell’s Thrush population when
there are remnant patches of suitable habitat left on only the
highest peaks in the northeastern U.S.
Lambert and McFarland concluded their 2003 climate
change projection research with the following suggestion:
“Given the vulnerability of current Bicknell’s Thrush habitat,
we propose that experimental manipulations of high-elevation
forests are warranted in order to identify management options
for counteracting or delaying effects of climate change.”
“Delaying effects” is an appropriate phrase given the dire
predictions for the next century as a result of human-induced
climate change. After all, there is no more “up” when the sky
island habitat is gone.

Joan Collins, Conservation Committee
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Projected Effects of Climate Change on High Elevation Forests in 1 Centrigade Increases
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The Wild Center/
Cornell Lab of Ornithology
Online Course
With Wild Center Mentor Component
October 27th, 20010
The Wild Center & The Cornell Lab of Ornithology will
jointly offer Cornell’s online course Investigating Behavior:
Courtship and Rivalry in Birds, a five week educational module designed for birders who want to participate when it’s
convenient for them, to learn from Cornell experts, to partake
in optional interactive quizzes and discussion boards, to see
exclusive videos of exquisite species and to take advantage of
Wild Center mentors, who will meet with participants to review the course work, answer questions and demonstrate
avian behavior with rehabilitating birds.
Written by Colleen McLinn and Kevin McGowan,
Investigating Behavior combines world class ornithological
expertise with world class graphic and video sophistication.
Designed to appeal to a broad spectrum of skill levels, the
course material offers all sorts of intriguing topics to pursue
further, and the mentors available online and in person will
identify resources available to participants who want to enhance the already rich presentation of information.
For cost and registration information contact Jen
Kretser at The Wild Center: jkretser@wildcenter.org.

NNYA/Wild Center Bird Walks
NNYA co-sponsored with The Wild Center this summer a
series of bird walks led by Wild Center staffer Kendra
Ormerod. Every walk drew participants, and by the end of
August more than 120 people had joined Kendra at either the
Adirondack Park Visitor Interpretive Center at Paul Smiths,
Bloomingdale or Whiteface Mountain.

NNYA Board of Directors Meeting
Sunday, Seotember 12th, 2010
The Wild Center
NNYA Board of Directors meetings are open to all members
and are an important forum for introducing new ideas and
perspectives to our organization. Feel free to attend.

A Note From the Joseph & JoanCullman
Foundation/NNYA/Wild Center
Naturalist Intern
When I arrived at the Wild Center for the start of my internship I didn’t realize how in depth my experience was going to be here. Every interaction was an opportunity to learn
something new and to reach into the lives of those that visited
the museum. What has been so impressive about my experience is that each individual person, whether they visited because of the weather, curiosity or because there was nothing
else to do, always left with a different perception of what the
Adirondacks is, and wanting to come back for more.
Through my work here I encountered that same passion
and sensation that visitors do when they walk through the
door. The Wild Center staff helped me develop and set goals
in improving my awareness in Adirondack natural history and
improve my public speaking skills in order to develop my
skills as a master’s student. As a graduate student at Antioch
University in Keene, NH working with professional educators
has been essential to my professional growth. This summer I
learned how to develop my own walk on common animal
signs that was engaging and focused for any visitor; whether
they were six or 60. Through the National Association for
Interpretation (NAI) training that the Wild Center offered I
learned how to better prepare for and engage my audience
during presentations.
My experience was enriched even more when I had the
opportunity to work alongside the animal care staff. It is quite
understandable that most people love animals (including myself), but this is part of the aspect of my intern experience that
I strive to make part of my career. As a student who just received their wildlife rehabilitation license and wants to work
with wildlife in the future, it was essential to gain hands-on
experience.
My Saturdays were spent scrubbing and hosing down the
porcupine, muskrat and bird cages as well as making the diets
for the otters and the other animals. As I learned more about
their behavior and care behind the scenes, I was able to engage with visitors discussing aspects of their natural history,
behavior and way of life in our Big Wolf Great Hall. What a
pleasure it was to help people overcome their fear of snakes
and view animals they have never seen before!
Working with our volunteers (who make this place run
like clock work), helped me learn vast amounts of natural
history. On Wednesdays I would assist Judy, a retired microbiologist, and take samples from Greenleaf Pond to look for
microinvertebrates under microscopes. It was so exciting to
not just see nematodes, algae and hydra with the naked eye,
but to also experience them magnified. As visitors wandered
over to our table both Judy and I were able to learn from each
other as we tried to identify each plant or animal that was in
our view.
As I travel back to Antioch University in Keene, NH
for my last two semesters, it’s difficult to leave the hustle and
bustle of this place. I’m going to miss the people, the turtles
basking on the rock, the Adirondack smell and the otters
swimming in their exhibit. It’s bittersweet to be leaving. But
most of us know the Adirondacks has an intoxicating effect
that leaves us coming back for more. —Katie Christman
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Poetry Corner

NNYA Annual Meeting/Outing

from Landscapes

Forty or so members of NNYA met July 24th at Heaven Hill
Farm, a gorgeous old farmhouse in Lake Placid on hundreds
of acres of fields and meadows and woods and with a sweeping, panoramic view of the High Peaks. The landscape looks
and feels more like Montana than the Adirondacks, but we
managed to relate and have a nice meeting.
Robin Collelo, daughter of member Joan Collins (not
the board member, the other Joan Collins) won the raffle and
looks forward to a two-night stay at Mirror Lake Inn.
The group took a long, casual walk through the
woods and across a few meadows on the property, wondering,
the while, at the views of the mountains, and just as we returned to the main house board member Brian McCallister
shouted out “bobolinks!” as three or four birds zoomed in and
landed low on a fence in a grassy field near the house. Quite
a few members present hadn’t seen a bobolink in years, and
everyone felt tremendously reassured that the grass grows
long enough, and long enough into the season, to support
breeding bobos.
After lunch about a third of the group repaired to
Intervale Hollow Farm, another spectacular piece of property with four thousand feet of frontage on two sides of the
West Branch of the Ausable River, grasslands, wetlands,
fields, meadows and mixed woods. Intervale Hollow Farm,
uncannily, also looks more like Montana than the Adirondacks, but at any number of places on the property, the views
of Marcy and the Macintyre Range render the landscape unmistakably Adirondack.
At one point we had five ospreys in the air overhead
sounding exactly like goldfinches and a moment later a merlin
flying so low over our heads people grabbed their hats. We
spotted an American kestrel standing on a hooded merganser
nesting box, and in what had to amount to the strangest sighting of the day, an hour or so after spotting the merlin we saw
it, or another merlin, sitting in the Ausable, submerged to just
above its legs. It didn’t seem to be bathing or preening or
doing anything classifiable as behavior other than, simply,
hanging out gawking at the view, just like we were. We finally lost patience and stopped watching it waiting for it to
do something. As we walked back toward the cars someone
asked me what I thought the merlin was doing, squatting at
the edge of the river like that.
“Cooling its heels.” I said.
—JT

V. Cape Anne
O quick quick quick, quick hear the song sparrow,
Swamp-sparrow, fox-sparrow, vesper sparrow
At dawn and dusk. Follow the dance
Of the goldfinch at noon. Leave to chance
The blackburnian warbler, the shy one. Hail
With shrill whistle the note of the quail, the bob-white
Dodging by bay-bush. Follow the feet
Of the walker, the water-thrush. Follow the flight
Of the dancing arrow, the purple martin. Greet
In silence the bullbat. All are delectable. Sweet sweet sweet
But resign this land at the end, resign it
To its true owner, the tough one, the sea-gull.
The palaver is finished.

—T.S. Eliot

Become a Member of NNYA
Just $15 a Year
Benefits include: quarterly newsletter, field trips, Adirondack
Birding Celebrations/Festivals, website, Christmas Bird
Counts and more…
Make Check Payable to Northern New York Audubon, Inc.
and mail to:
Northern New York Audubon, Inc.
21 Sanford Lane
Newcomb, NY 12852
Name___________________________________
Address_________________________________
City/State/Zip_____________________________
Student $5________________
Indiviaual $15__________
Family $25_____________
Donor $100_____________
Patron $500_____________
Please direct my donation to the following fund:
NNYA General___________
Rutkowski_______________
Endowment______________

Dramatic Fragment
Sir, say no more.
Within me ‘t is as if
The green and climbing eyesight of a cat
Crawled near my mind’s poor birds.

—Trumbull Stickney
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Editor’s Note
Today I experienced one of those cartoonishly graphic examples of the fullness of summer, of fecundity all but run amok, what
with young deer leaping out of the way on my driveway, wild turkeys loitering in the middle of 9N with sufficient insouciance
that I literally needed to come to a complete stop and honk at them in order to pass, as a pair of ravens, looking disgruntled, patrolled the sides of the road and a half dozen turkey vultures loped lazily overhead, no doubt sensing the same level of hyperbioproductivity, and its correlative mortality, that I did, never mind the wild profusions of black-eyed Susans and embarrassingly
lush stands of goldenrod all but lampooning the yellow lines streaming down the middle of the highway.
On our way home yesterday afternoon a fisher, more a latent image on our retinas than something we actually observed,
dashed in front or our car a quarter mile from our house, reminding us that although we might have complaints about plowing
bills and cell phone service and the availability of fresh mozzarella we routinely witness the extraordinary—the otherworldly
delicacy of a northern harrier quartering low over a marsh or a farm field, or that ineffable moment in early autumn when the
hardwoods turn that same color they do in early spring, that indescribable, attenuated chartreuse so full of promise. This summer
differed from previous ones because the trees leafed out early and took a big hit during that May 12th killing frost, with the result that a lot more light filtered down through the canopy, dappling the landscape in a novel pattern.
We have a lovely schedule of field trips for the upcoming season, and a few nice descriptions of things that went on this
summer, such as the experiences of the Joseph & Joan Cullman Conservation Foundation/NNYA/Wild Center Naturalist Intern,
which she describes in an extremely articulate description of her summer’s work. In the manic madness of putting this newsletter
together, and pulling my hair out chasing people for this apercu or that, it’s a complete joy to read a budding young naturalists’
paean to the richness of her summer experience. That the Cullman Foundation provides us with the wherewithal to make this
kind of experience possible fills me with a level of joy I can’t accurately describe.
Although I haven’t really noted it in any official sort of way, I have been, to put it mildly, awed by the professionalism
of the NNYA Board of Directors, an unbelievably dedicated group of environmentalists, naturalists and conservationists who,
individually and as a group, care far more deeply than I could describe about the fate of the Adirondacks and the entirety of
Northern New York State. Don’t forget that major threats to the area’s environmental integrity are out there waiting to pounce on
the unwary—wind farms in inappropriate places, industrial farming operations that require mind-bogglingly large manure lagoons, Etc.
I illustrated this issue with my photos of the Osgood River, one of my favorite paddles.

—John Thaxton
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